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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

I. Claim 1 recites the limitation ""said path"" in line 4. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(e) the invention was described in- 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States 
before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined ,n section 351(a) shall have the effect under this subsection Z national appUcaln 
published under section 122(b) only if the international application designating the United States was 
published under Article 21(2)(a) of such treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United 

Z ZZ ^ YT 868 1 ^Sr*" 1 based on the <ttnS of an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a). 



1. 



(6,128,768) 
2. 



Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ho 



As for claim 1, Ho taught a method for VLSI chip design comprising the steps of: 
estimating signal routes between functional blocks [abstract - connectivity based 
database.... organized by net-; col. 1, lines 29-40; col. 4, lines 44-59; ]; 
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determining R and C values for the estimaSfeignal routes; and building a 
model of said signal paths including R and C value^cpl. .5, lines 34-45; col. 5, line 66 
\C0l. 6, line 7, and lines 24-33].- ^ ' 

3. As for claim 2, Ho taught foliating nodes in estimated signal routes [col. 5, line 9, 
and col. 6, line 45, see also fig. 9, technology and interconnection sections]. 

As for claim 3, Ho taught generating a connectivity ne^list from said model [col 5 lines 
18-26]. , , 

4. As for claim 4, Ho taught said step of estimating is performed based on input of 
a floor plan and a connectivity description [col. 4, lines 43-59]. 

5. As for claim 5, Ho taught said step of estimating is performed in response to one 
or more control factor inputs [col. 5, lines 61-66]. 

6. As for claim 6, Ho taught said control factor input specifies a signal routing 
algorithm [col. 10, lines6-10]. 

7. As for claim 7, Ho taught sa^tep of estimating is^erformed based on input of 
signal ipath configuration parameters [col. 10, lines6-10]. 

As for claim 8, Ho taught said signal path configuration parameters specify one 
or more signal path material, physical size of signal path material or spacing [col. 10, 
lines6-10]. 

9. As for claim 9, Ho taught step of estimating is performed in response to one or 
more control factor inputs [col. 10, lines6-10]. 

10. As for claim 10, Ho taught said control factor input specifies a signal routing 
algorithm [col. 10, lines6-10]. t , ^ 

11. Claims 11-20 are apparatus claims which have correspondingly similar 
limitations as claims 1-10, and are rejected for the same reasons as cited in the rejection s 
of claims 1-10. 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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6,189,131 Graef 
6,182,269 Laubhan 
6,286,126 Raghaven 
5,974,247 Yonezawa 

5,901063 Chang 

5,896,300 Raghqaven 

5,629,860 Jones 

6,117,182 Alpert 

6,099,578 Itoh 

5,475,607 Apte 

13. ^"Wconcemingttocomm^onorearUercom.nunicattonsfromthe 

Zr IT " e " to ^ A WMta °" Wh ° Se * <™) 

305-OS^Theexa^ercannonnaUy be reached on Monday-Thursday, aUemate 
Fnday 6:30am -4:00 pm. 

If attempt to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful the examiner's 
supervisor, Johr, Niebling can be reached on (703) 308-3325. He fax phone numbers 
or the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 308-7724 
for regular communications and (703) 308-7724 for After Final communications 

Any mquiry of a genera! nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the reception*, whose teiephone number is (703) 308- 



Stacy Whitmore 
January 17, 2002 
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